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on the ‘right to freedom of
movement and residence’
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On June 5, 2017, the Qatari people has been awaken up to the
announcement by the blockading countries (United Arab Emirates - Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia - Kingdom of Bahrain and Egypt) of severing diplomatic
relations with the State of Qatar. These countries also ordered their nationals
to leave Qatar and requested all Qatari citizens or residents to leave their
territories within 14 days. All fights from and to Qatar were banned, and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain closed their
air and sea spaces and land ports. This has affected the Qatari citizens and
even residents of Qatar. These effects are highlighted in a series of 9
brochures covering the various violations; prepared by the division of Studies
and Research of the Programs and education department at the National
Human Rights Committee (NHRC) in Qatar.

he t to freedom of movement is an important and fundamental right for/t human
being, because this right can provide for access to his interests and the neces% f his
life and his many needs, such as work, health care, treatment, recreation, etc. Thisimeans
that the embodiment and enforcement of this right will lead to the enforcement of other
rig because the human rights system cannot be fragmented. Persons have the right to
move internally and the right to travel abroad. This right may not be suspended on the basis
of person’s departure or on the time spent by the individual away from his country or the
country to which he is leaving, including his emigration.

This right also includes the right of an individual to obtain the necessary official documents,
as a passport, as well as the right to renew such documents whenever necessary. This
t is guaranteed to all citizens of the State and equally guaranteed to foreigners present
a certain country, in spite of some restrictions that regulate their residence in the territory
the host country in a way that does not contradict with its international obligations.
owever, the countries of the blockade, in contradiction with their commitment to the moral
d legal requirements of the human rights system, have violated various human rights
cluding, the right of movement, residence and abuse to paralyze the movement of Qatari
itizens and deny them residency.
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This right is given several terms, in addition to the labels issued by the Universal Declaration or the
International Covenant, such as the right to travel, the right leave and return, and the right of movement,
as called in article 5 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, which
guaranteed to everyone without discrimination the right to movement and residence within the borders
of the country. The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) affirmed this right. In Article 15.4 it reads: "States Parties shall accord to men and women the
same rights with regard to the law relating to the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their
residence and domicile." There are three types of mobility: land, sea and air. The most important of these
is road (land) transport. It can be carried out in different ways by means of vehicles, railways or walking.
The latter form represents the most embodiment of the human right to freedom of movement if it is
guaranteed and available to all people regardless of their financial status, in contrast to air or sea
transport, which is often subject to an international regime.

The violation of the right of movement &
residence by the blockading countries

The blockade countries have violated the right of movement and reside
State of Qatar; thus, prohibiting Qatari nationals or residents from tra

11,387 citizens from the three Gulf States are residing in Qatar, while 19

All those forcibly returned to their homes, and were accordingly affed
countries imposed sanctions and decisions on Qataris to leave their territg
caused many violations as recorded by the National Human Rights Comimitte
onIy this right. The Saudi authorities opened the Salwa border crossing parf{ll

its unjust blockade on the
ding in those countries.
jg in these States.

persons with disabilities. This is a violation by the Saudi authorities to this rigk
summary of the statistics of this violation from these Gulf countries, sh?wmg th
disregard of human rights and the simplest requirements.

Examples of violations of the right to freedom of m¢

Human Rights (OHCHR)
had an immediate
ing implications to date.
ularly as they were not
ment between Qatar and

The report of the, Technical Mission of the United Nations High Com

acknowledged that he,considerable restrictions on movement of people
impact on various human rights. Some had a punctual effect but most ha
These measures first constituted a direct violation of freedom of mo
communicated formally and were not,legally motivated. The lack of free )
the other countries is sanctioning Qatarisiand residents of Qatar, as well S {esi of KSA, UAE and Bahrain.
At least temporarily, the restrictions of movement disrupted the exercisg§@Pf ‘eedom of religion as they were
imposed in the midst of Ramadan and the Hajj pilgrimage. The implications for family life are also important
given the bonds between the countries concerned. Moreover, many young people were forced to interrupt their
studies or could not take exams. Durable consequences ofithe restrictions of movement are a deprivation of
the rights to work and to access to property for those who weresresiding, working and / or engaged in trade
cross-border. It is clear from the foregoing that the blockading countries,have clearly violated several articles of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other articles of the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as articles in other
instruments, including the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and
the Arab Charter on Human Rights.
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Case (1)

Mr. (A.A.), Qatari citizen born in 1971, visited the
National Human Rights Committee and stated the
details of the violation: "l planned to travel to the
in June, booked a ticket on Emirates Airways.

e day the blockade was imposed, a UAE

e told me that | had to change the

told me that my Qatari nationality

enter the UAE or pass through

as cancelled and | lost the

Case (2)

According to what the Egyptian citizen Mr (A.F.) who
approached the National Human Rights Committee,
"On 19/11/2017, | booked five tickets to Egypt for
QAR 7,400. | was shocked that the airline
suspended my booking and returned to me all the
money | had paid. The reason was my residence in
Qatar, which prevented me and my children from
traveling."
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