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aken up to the announcement by the blockading
abia - Kingdom of Bahrain and Egypt) of severing
ries also ordered their nationals to leave Qatar and
erritories within 14 days. All fights from and to Qatar
ited Arab Emirates and Bahrain closed their air and
ri citizens and even residents of Qatar. These effects
various violations; prepared by the division of Studies
epartment at the National Human Rights Committee

J )
ducation is considered one of the necessities of life of peoples as well as countries.

rtance lies especially in the extent to which people can acquire the necessary
their practical lives, and stimulate their critical thinking and knowledge in

eir aspirations and ambitions. The importance of education also lies in making
 aware of their rights that are intrinsically linked to one another, given the
le of non-fragmentation that distinguishes human rights.
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s context, the State of Qatar, in its commitment to the human rights system and its
vement in the achievement of the fourth goal of sustainable development, which is
sure a fair and inclusive education for all and to enhance opportunities for lifelong
ning, remains committed to the urgent pursuit of the ‘right to education’ for every
en, given the importance of education not only in the empowerment and personal
elopment of citizens, but also in the perspective of a knowledge-based economy
t ultimately achieves economic development. However, while Qatar seeks to
hance the quality of its education, other countries work to curb the progress of
ience. In this regard, all regional and international reports indicate that these
untries significantly seize the right of their nationals to this right, to the extent that
eir nationals are not allowed to continue their education in Qatar, whether children or
dults. This summary comes to define the ‘right to education’, and to addresses the
effects of the blockade on this right, in order to illustrate the gap between the law and
the extent of compliance with it, and the numerous violations carried out by the
7ockade states against many groups.

EFFECTS OF
THE BLOCKADE |

on the ‘right to education’
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As defined by the General Comment No. 13 of the United Nations Committee on Economic, Sqdal|

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its States parties), “Education is both a hurman’
right in itself and an indispensable means of realizing other human rights.”

Education, as an empowering right, is the main instrument by which economically and socia:li.
marginalized adults and children can lift themselves out of poverty and have the means to participa

fully in their societies. Education has a vital role to play in empowering women, protecting childr

democracy, protecting the environment and monitoring population growth.

human existence. According to the Committee, “Education in all its forms and at all levels shows the
following interrelated and fundamental features:

Availability; (b) accessibility; (c) acceptability; and (d) adaptability.”

ations set out

e more specific

em. Commitment to

eans that States must avoid

measures that impede or preve on. It further means that States parties

must take measures to prevent third parties fro into this right. However, the blockading countries

have not adhered to such commitment at all. The NHRC has registered the insistence of the countries of the

blockade on the deprivation of the citizens of the State of Qatar studying in these countries and their own

nationals who are studying in the State of Qatar from enjoying their right to education. This, and the

non-compliance of these States with the requirements of international covenants and instruments, will be
discussed in detail in order to pinpoint such violations.

The lega

in article 1.
obligations to recog

this right means comm

Education is a fundamental human right and, like all human rights, a universal and inalienable right, regardless
of any political, economic, social or cultural differences. In accordance with the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and a number of other international instruments, States must respect the
right to education for human beings. However, the countries of the blockade and through their unjust decisions
against many students have been obstinate in denying them the right to continue exercising their rights, whether
males or females, children or groups of persons with disabilities. This is a violation of agreements protecting
these groups whose right to education is fundamental. The following is a summary of the number of violations of
the right to education for Qatari students reported by the National Human Rights Committee since the beginning
of the blockade on the State of Qatar, where students filed dozens of complaints against Saudi, Bahraini and
Emirati universities where they were studying, showing the forms of abuse and violations they have suffered.

from exploitative and risky work, as well as sexual exploitation, in promoting human rights and

Education is increasingly recognized as one of the best financial investments that States can mak:ef.
But the importance of education is not only practical. The educated, enlightened and active mind
capable of being freely and far-reaching is a mind that is blessed with the miracles and rewards of *
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Stul e countries who were enrolled in Qatari universities were subjected to violations from
thei orced them to leave Qatar within 14 days of the decision to sever relations. In the legal
sen isions are based on a clear negation of the ‘right to education’ as stipulated in many
inte and regional human rights instruments: Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
Arti of the Declaration on Human Rights in the Gulf Cooperation Council, Articles 13 and 14 of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 10 of the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, Article 5 and Article 7 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, Article
24 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, (Articles 12.4, 30, 43 and 45), Article 18 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National
or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, 1992, Article 4, United Nations Declaration On the rights of
indigenous peoples, 2007, (Articles 14, 15, 17 and 21), United Nations Declaration on Education and Training in
the Field of Human Rights 2011.

Ms. (S.A.), Qatari, born in 1995, said to the National
Human Rights Committee, "This is my last year in
university. | have completed 158 hours and only had
11 hours left. But because of the imposition of the
blockade on the State of Qatar | could not enter the
UAE and finish my studies."

Ms. (N.M.), Saudi studying at Qatar University, born
in 1995, said to the National Human Rights
Committee, "l was married to a Qatari man who died
four years ago and | have two children. | am
studying at Qatar University. The Saudi embassy
asked me to return to Saudi Arabia; but | cannot
leave my children and my university study."
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