Slasdl Jss GlegSe oMl e grhdll Cmidl Glazsl T YV guogs © @,b,o
By902 5 G2l iSlea — Dydgmad] dur =l dSLek] - Bumabl dy,ll SHLY) s
Cudbg s By3lieg Lable) Coyaly 5had Ass o drwloslial] L3Be b (du,=)l pas
s 655 poa V& N> Lawdl)l 855leg 320819l o (sl G hadll iblobl meas (0
oasmly Slhledly ddgmad] doyll ESLall o JS Bely b3 Jly e Mol BIS
eblsbl 3o (e dlaz e HBT die 120l Los Do)l Laddliag oyouly &g2dl (g3 lxe
3 o0 095 Al @ HBY) 0l S 0 Bogwy shad Agd § gedll s o shadll
Cay itilly guoldl Bylol (rgodly Sluball g laoslusly pls Slysdisy Jslizy

ASgull Bohodl 03 (e 3 BT Hd9, JS

¥

V. \V 9_‘_‘9" 4

www.nhrc-ga.org

2018
Loadl Ll

youdll Jods 01 pd gall (ple

dagall Jgpis dbao cali salla oy jnli ghléi jajell suc aupé D i
nhrc@nhre-qa.org ) --avese-sAaee (@) -- WV paLudl ball (B [w]

U Y3 NHRC

ol §o8s) xiboll I

National Human Rights Committee

qatarnhrc

You
m

v
2
=
f=
=
©
]
©
o
®
=
©
]
©
o
v
M
=
c
v
g
-
f=
=
©
S
(]
o
Y

U Y3 NHRC

Syl §o) & 4 bgll &Ll

National Human Rights Committee

qatarnhrc

You
m

-f qatarnhrc ((©) nhrcqatar (M) @qatarnhrc

www.nhrc-ga.or
q g On June 5, 2017, the Qatari people has been awaken up to the

announcement by the blockading countries (United Arab Emirates - Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia - Kingdom of Bahrain and Egypt) of severing diplomatic relations
with the State of Qatar. These countries also ordered their nationals to leave
Qatar and requested all Qatari citizens or residents to leave their territories
within 14 days. All fights from and to Qatar were banned, and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain closed their air and sea
spaces and land ports. This has affected the Qatari citizens and even residents
of Qatar. These effects are highlighted in a series of 9 brochures covering the
various violations; prepared by the division of Studies and Research of the
Programs and education department at the National Human Rights Committee
(NHRC) in Qatar.

Introduction

Family reunification is an important right that overlaps with many other
rights, such as the rights of women, the rights of the child, the right to
food, clothing, dignity ...etc. The international community attaches great
importance to family policies in countries because the family represents
the basic nucleus and the first brick in the building of society. However,
the countries of the blockade had another view, their decision affects
families and cause dispersal between mothers and children and
between spouses, without regard to the humanitarian situation that
could be left behind by their inhuman decision. The blockade of Qatar
has led to the separation of families, and the countries of the blockade
have not given any consideration to seasons that are dear to the hearts
of Arab, Muslim and Gulf peoples. The blockade was not lifted during
the Eid al-Fitr or Eid al-Adha days. This resulted in severe
psychological and social repercussions on large segments of the
Qatari society and the peoples of the blockading countries. The
decisions of these countries were not fair to such families. This
summary sheds light on the right to family reunification, and reviews
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the most prominent laws that stipulate respect for and non-infringement of this right. The s|
effects of this brutal blockade on Qatar from the point of view of this right, to explain the gap be
state obligations, and the many violations committed by the blockading countries against several group

" Definition of the ‘right to family reunificat

Family reunification refers to the situation in which family members join other members who already live and
work in another country in the normal situation. Since the 1980s, family reunification has become a major
cause of legal migration in a large number of countries, especially in Europe.

" States’ obligations towards the ‘right to family reunification’

There is no doubt that there is some ambiguity regarding the duty of States to recognize the human rights of
all individuals within their territories, the right of States to freely determine, within certain limits, immigration
laws and border control policies. But the universal human rights system, and the legal and moral obligation of
these States make family reunification truly respectful and realizable. The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights has affirmed this right, and so has numerous conventions, most notably the Convention on the Rights
of the Child; article 10 states that, “In accordance with the obligation of States Parties under article 9,
paragraph 1, applications by a child or his or her parents to enter or leave a State Party for the purpose of family
reunification shall be dealt with by States Parties in a positive, humane and expeditious manner. States Parties
shall further ensure that the submission of such a request shall entail no adverse consequences for the
applicants and for the members of their family.” The International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, in article 44, paragraph 1, states that,
“States Parties, recognizing that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled
to protection by society and the State, shall take appropriate measures to ensure the protection of the unity of
the families of migrant workers.” The Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, although it does
not deal directly with issues related to family reunification, has stressed the importance of finding exceptions to
the laws of States to do everything possible to reunite the family, especially when the spouses are of different
nationalities. Many agreements and covenants as well have affirmed the right to family reunification. However,
the blockade on Qatar has shown a great deal of disregard for the families' psychological and social situation
in.a frightening course that undermines their legal and moral obligations to the international community.

" Violation of the ‘right to family reunificati

The violation of the right to the Gulf family reunification is one of the
because it affects and threatens the one Gulf family, separates and spli
groups in society (women, children, persons with disabilities and the
provisions of laws. Still, the three blockading countries prevented citiz;
from transferring money, even postal transfers, thus not only cutting

holidays, but also preventing the breadwinners from transferring mone
away from them. A homeless person may be a child without a breadwi
woman who lives alone, and this is also an execution of all human right

Accordingly, since the countries of the blockade have not recognize repe
National Human Rights Committee has been convinced that these States have not taken
hastily, but deliberately insulted, humiliated and violated fundamental freedoms, religious and soc

e countries, but only once and in a random
ed after that. The following are some

Examples of violations of the ‘right to family reunification’
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