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EFFECTS OF
THE BLOCKADE

on the ‘right to private property’

On June 5, 2017, the Qatari people has been awaken up to the
announcement by the blockading countries (United Arab Emirates - Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia - Kingdom of Bahrain and Egypt) of severing diplomatic relations
with the State of Qatar. These countries also ordered their nationals to leave
Qatar and requested all Qatari citizens or residents to leave their territories
within 14 days. All fights from and to Qatar were banned, and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain closed their air and sea
spaces and land ports. This has affected the Qatari citizens and even residents
of Qatar. These effects are highlighted in a series of 9 brochures covering the
various violations; prepared by the division of Studies and Research of the
Programs and education department at the National Human Rights Committee
(NHRC) in Qatar.

Introduction

The ‘right to property’ is one of the most basic and important rights for
everyone. Private property is the fortress of individual freedoms. It is the
most expressive right to human freedom. The personality of every human
being can only grow if it arises freely and is not at the mercy of others.
Therefore, the ability to possess funds is a basic and fundamental
feature for all components that constitute the freedoms of the individual.
The traditional theory of the rights of individuals in general referred to a
concept that links property with freedom. It considers that an individual
fulfills the elements of his independence from the State and can act
without its assistance whenever ownership and freedom are available.
Hence, the right to property becomes an inherent right that can be
invoked before even the State itself; International conventions have
affirmed the right to property as well as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in Article 17 that states: “Everyone has the right to own
property alone as well as in association with others;” and, “No one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.” The same content is
referred to in article 5 of the Convention on the Elimination of All
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rms of Racial Discrimination and the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms.of Discrimination against Women of
the United Nations General Assembly of 7 November 1967, as well as the Declaration on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities.

The right to property, is one of the rights that have been affected directly and indirectly and violated in the State of Qatar.
This violation is prevalent due to the great overlap and interrelationship between the Gulf States, the depth of the tribal
and family ties between these countries, the many mutual concessions granted to the Gulf nationals in private property,
and the exercise of commercial, economic and other activities within the framework of the system of the States of the
Gulf Cooperation Council. This summary highlights the definition of the ‘right to private property’ and reviews the most
important conventions that provide for respect and non-prejudice thereof. The summary then sets forth the effects of the
brutal blockade on the State of Qatar in regard to the right to private property, pinpointing the gap between the law and
its obligations, and the many violations committed by the blockading countries against several groups.

Definition of the ‘right to property’

The ‘right to property’ is one of the rights in which a citizen has the right to live in his or her country, and has the
right to dispose of his property without any pressure from any party. There are several types of property, and
this system is different from one country to another, and from one territory to another. Property is the foundation
of ancient and modern societies. It is the infrastructure for the development of the social system and the
capitalist economy. Ownership right is meant to recognize the individual's right to property and to empower the
owner to act and benefit from it and exploit it, where he/she accordingly becomes safe on his money and his
livelihood.

@@ States' obligations to the ‘right to private property’

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted and published publicly by the General Assembly of
the United Nations on 10 December 1948. It is the first step in the effective organization of human rights
protection at the international level, although it has not been legally binding by States; it was a recommendation
or a higher ideal for all peoples and nations and had the power of self-commitment.

This declaration went along with the French approach by setting the general principle of the right without
clarifying its contents in some detail. But it sometimes took the Anglo-Saxon approach, which not only mentions
the truth, but also defines its content in some detail. However, the universality of the text sometimes imposed
compromises, where the authors of the Declaration attempted to reconcile the Western liberal concept of
freedoms with the Marxist concept. Article 17 on property rights attempts to reconcile the Western liberal
doctrine that sanctifies undefined private property with the Marxist doctrine that takes the concept of collective
ownership. Article (17) stipulates that: “Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association
with others.” So, the Declaration attempted to provide a guarantee for the right to property in Article 17, which
states: “No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.” Thus, it prohibited arbitrary deprivation of property.
We therefore observe that the right to property, like other human rights, has been included in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights to emphasize its importance and the need to regulate it.

Violation of the ‘right to private property’ by the blockading States

The blockade, once again and from the standpoint of the right to private property, provides another example of
the lack of respect for international covenants; and not only as required by the Islamic law which prohibits a
Muslim from robbing another Muslim his right. On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (Allah bless him) who said:
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, [Do not envy one another, and do not
jces for one another, and do not hate one another, and do not turn'away from one another, and do not
ne another in trade, but [rather] be slaves of Allah and brothers {amongst yourselves}. A Muslim is
of a Muslim: he does not oppress him, nor does he fail him, nor does he lie to him, nor does he hold

him in contempt. Taqwa (piety) is right here (and he pointe
man to hold his brother Muslim in contempt. The whole of a Musli
his property, and his honor.] [Muslim/2564]. The extent of the tremen
and other citizens of the Gulf States is obvious due to such arbitrary mea
human rights norms, charters and principles. The sudden blockade incurred h
thousands of people. Sustenance was cut off, robbed, destroyed; money and prope
owners were unable to travel, and no one was able to use his/her property. This de
countries do not have a safe environment for investment. Back to the violations against
important to draw attention to the number of violations of the private ownership of Qatari nati
indirectly, in order to be aware of the extent of the disregard of these countries; not only t
commitment to the international community, but also to what is required by the purposes of Islami
following table shows the number of violations of property reported by the National Human Rights Co
since the beginning of the blockade on Qatar until April 25, 2018. The claimants presented dozen
complaints and cases of abuse of property, indicating the forms of arbitrariness and abuse committed again
them.

Statistical history: 25 April 2018

Total Bahrain UAE
1205 55 454

Saudi Arabia | Country that violated

696 Number of cases

It is clear to everyone that this damage and this prejudice to the right to private property were not limited to
Qataris, but also nationals of these countries who have interests and commercial transactions with or in the
State of Qatar. On the other hand, the report of the technical mission of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights in December 2017 recognized that individuals from Qatar working in KSA, UAE and Bahrain, and
/ or with business interests in these countries, were forced to return to Qatar, reportedly with no access
to their companies and other sources of activity and income since then.

The actions taken by the three countries of the blockade constitute a flagrant violation of the right to private
property and constitute a denial of the enjoyment of this right in accordance with the provisions of international
human rights conventions, in particular article 17 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, that: “Everyone
has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others,” and “No one shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his property.” Article 25 of the Arab Charter for Human Rights also stipulates that: "The right to
private ownership is guaranteed to every citizen. Under no circumstances shall a citizen be arbitrarily or illegally
deprived of all or part of his property." Article (27) of the Declaration of Human Rights of the Gulf Cooperation
Council, as well, states: " Private property is inviolable and no one shall be prevented from the disposition of his
property except by the regulation (law), and it may not be expropriated unless for public interest with fair
compensation.”

Case (1) Case (2)

Mr. (A.N.), a Qatari national, visited the NHRC and  Ms. (N.A.), a Qatari national born in 1952 said to the
described the violations he and his brothers were National Human Rights Committee, "l bought a villa in
subjected to: "I and the rest of the inheritors have a residential project in Dubai and | am now banned
investments in the United Arab Emirates —in Sharja from entering Dubai to enjoy my right to my property
and Dubai - in the amount of AED 1 billion and 150 | already paid the first payment, and | demand
million, in addition to judicial disputes on claims and refund.”
compensations at AED 500 million, and 245000
shares at Dubai bourse. We also have camels in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with an estimated value of
QAR 35 million. We cannot follow up on our
investments because of the measures of prohibition
and blockade imposed on Qatar and Qatari nationals
by the UAE and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.”
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