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If you need to get in touch with
The National Humn Rights Committe
of Qatar there are several ways to contact us

Vist us at our street address:
Salwa Road, souq AL-Rawada
Write to us at our postal address
P.0.Box :24104 Doha-Qatar
Speak to us, telephone:

+974 4444012

Facsimile us:

+974 4444013

E-mail us:
nhrc@qatar.net.qa
Visit our website :

www.nhrc-qa.org

Hot¢ line

+9746626663
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Before wetry to describe Qatar’s attitude towards human
rights, we need to realize that there are two kinds of states
when it comes to this matter. The first type is that of an
oppressive state, where the only effort directed towards
human rights is basically the effort to violate them. The
examples of such states are Burma, North Korea, and
Sudan. The other possible alternative is a state which
endorses and upholds human rights. Basically that is a
state that has a clear obligation towards respecting human
rights, which it does dutifully by keeping a watchful eye
over every citizen (America, Switzerland).

A question instantly arises: “In which category does
Qatar belong?” Does Qatar devote money, effort and
resources to preserving human rights? Or is Qatar just
another abuser of these rights?

The answer is: neither. The reason why Qatar counts
as an exception in many cases is due to the fact the
wealth so abundant in this country is newly-found, and
the sublimation of Qatar from a ‘desert’ into a centre
of international attention means that there are certain
concepts that have not yet fully taken root in the country.
A consistent effort to preserve human rights is one of
those concepts. Aside from that, it is worth mentioning
that Qatar, in its current stage of development, cannot
ensure sufficient attention to human rights. Yes, we do
come across many people trying their best to promote
and defend human rights here, but, whereas what they
do is noble and necessary it is saddening to admit that
this does not appease all of those whose rights are being
violated, like construction labourers.

A major part of the human rights problem in Qatar is
that the country is developing extremely fast: landmark
building projects rise within a year and construction
sites operate twenty four hours a day seven days a week.
This requires vast numbers of workers, many of whom
are brought over here from poor Asian countries. They
work hard for very little money. Their problems include
delays in salary payment, substandard housing, bad
working conditions, lack of safety precautions, etc. All
these things need to be sorted out by their companies,
but the workers, who have such a hard time at their jobs,
nevertheless blame the government. Is that justified? It
should be common knowledge that government officials
would interfere to stop any such violations if they only
knew where and when they are happening.

So we do have some problems with human rights
here, indeed. But it is not the Qatari government that
is to blame. What we should start looking into is those
companies that fail to take into consideration labour laws
of this country and human rights of their employees.
Maybe the Ministry of Labour should combine efforts
with the Ministry of Finance, after the latter has seen how
underpaid and overworked so many people are.
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