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From Conflict to Peace: the Way is the Goal
Contribution of Dr. Abbas Aroua, director of the Cordoba Foundation

The contribution addresses from both Western and Islamic perspectives a number of

issues related to conflict and conflict transformation, democracy, the deficit of democracy

and its relationship with conflict, the democratic transition and its various forms. The

contribution ends with some recommendations pertaining to the Arab world.
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Peaceful Conflict Transformation and Democratic Transition

Doha, 29-30 May 2010

From Conflict to Peace:
The Way is the Goal*

Abbas Aroua

Cordoba Foundation, Geneva
Centre for Peace Studies

* Johan Galtung. The Way is the Goal. Gandhi Today. Gujarat Vidyapith (1992)

From Conflict to Peace: The Way is the Goal

Overview

1— Conflict

2— Conflict Transformation

3— Democracy

4— Deficit of democracy / conflict
5— Democratic Transition

6— Various types of transitions
7— Recommendations for the Arab world
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Western and Islamic Basic Assumptions of Conflict

Western Middle Eastern
— Positive — Negative and
dangerous
— Normal — Should be avoided

— Can bring growth
and creativity

— Brings destruction
and disorder

Abu-Nimer. Conflict Resplution in an Islamic Context (1996)

Conflict: Terminology

— Conflict: From L. conflictus, pp. of confligere "to
strike together," from con- "together” + fligere

"to strike”

— The Arabic equivalent of conflict is not
niza’ (£)) or tanaazu’ (£J) but:

— Tadharub from from “ta” (together) + “dharub”

(to strike)

bl = b +
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Conflict: Definition in conflictology

Daynamic relation between two Dynamic

or more parties (indivuduals, e Relation e
groups, states, civilizations)
with (apparently) contradictory

goals  (positions, interests,
needs, values).
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Conflict: Islamic perspective

Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyya (1292-1350)
The Unrestricted Thunderbolts — 4lu yall el gall ¢dy ) ol amsll

Ja¥) 48 glual) (3 skl Ay glhaal) dla)
Reference / Input Methodology / Process Result / Output
Value system Attitude Need
World view Behaviour Interest
Conflict:
Incompatible Divergent Contradictory
Origins Ways Goals

Aroua A. Revisiting Islamic Theory of Peace and Conflict Transformation (2010)




Conflict: Islamic perspective

Attitude
7. Fitna 1. Disputing vis-G-vis
- the object
4318 ), ES
/ og/\
6. Killing | Warring 2. Expelling / Repelling
<A | dl:é The &Lﬁd \ &bd Behaviour
HP vis-a-vis
Behaviour VICIOUS the object
vis-a-vis
the subject CYCIe
5. Knocking down 3. Antagonising

gl a plad Attitude
&4. Striking’ vis-G-vis
) pua the subject

Aroua A. Revisiting Islamic Theory of Peace and Conflict Transformation (2010)

Conflict Transformation

1. Conflict settlement

(cal))

Behaviour

ABC

Attitude Context

3. Reconciliation 2. Conflict resolution
(Aallaall) (811 Lb)
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Pillars of post-conflict peace

Truth
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Democracy # Electoralism

— Contestation over power
in free and fair elections;

— Accountability of the ruler
to the ruled;

— Checks and balances in the

Dogma exercise of government;

— Neutrality of the armed
forces;

— Protection of civil and
political liberty and rights
of every citizen.

Terry Lynn Karl
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State Security - Human Security: A paradigm shift

Deficit of democracy = Conflict

Positions in opposition

Religious | Ethnic Political | Socio-Eco

C

A conflict involving a contradiction of religious/ethnic
goals, revealed in terms of opposition of
political/socio-economical positions

D

A conflict involving a contradiction of political/socio-
economical goals, revealed in terms of opposition of
political/socio-economical positions

A

A conflict involving a contradiction of religious/ethnic
goals, revealed in terms of opposition of
religious/ethnic positions

B

A conflict involving a contradiction of political/socio-
economical goals, revealed in terms of opposition of
religious/ethnic positions

Religious | Ethnic

Political | Socio-Eco

Goals in contradiction

Aroua A. Conflicts in/involving the Arab World: Does religion matter? (2009)
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Domocratic Transition

Non-Democratic
Regime:

Personalist type

Brooker P. Non-Democratic Regimes:
Theory, Government and Politics (2000)

democratic

regime

Types of Transitions

Strategies Relative Strength
of Transition of Elite and Mass

Elite Ascendant
(Top-Down)

Mass Ascendant
(Bottom-Up)

Revolution

Imposition
Pact

Reform

Karl TL. Dilemmas of Democratization in Latin America (1990)
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Types of Transitions

Way Actor
State Opposition External
Military Armed Military
Coup Resistance | Intervention
Hand Civil Soft
Over Resistance Persuasion
Types of Transitions
Way Actor
State Opposition External
Military Armed Military
Coup Resistance | Intervention
Low Violence
Hand Civil Soft
Over Resistance Persuasion
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Types of Transitions

Way Actor
State State/ Opposition | Opposition/ | External State/
Opposition External Opposition/
External
Military | Bj- Coalition Armed Bi- Coalition | Military | Trj- Coalition
Coup Resistance Intervention
Hand | Negociation Civil Colour Soft Mediation
Over Resistance . Persuasion
Revolution
Types of Transitions
win-lose win-win
1 4
=2]
£ 3
& .
co r Ise
0 Party A 2
lose-lose lose-win
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Types of Transitions

Examples of Best and Worst Scenarios

Way Actor
) SO (0] OE E SOE
State State/ Opposition Opposition/ External State/
Opposition External Opposition/
External
Military Bi- Armed Armed Bi- Armed Coalition Military Tri- Armed Coalition
Coup Coalition Resistance Iraq Intervention
(2003-2010)
Hand Negociation Civil Colour Soft Mediation
Over Spain Resistance Revolution Persuasion
(1975-1977)
Types of Transitions
Civic Forces are Major Drivers of Transitions to Freedom
|
Free 2 1
z . Civic
g. Partly Free 1 B Mixed: Civic/Powerholders
% ‘ Powerholders
Not Free 1 Exiernal Intervention
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Civic Forces are Major Drivers of Transitions to Freedom
Free 3
é ‘ Il Strong
S PorllyFree 8 B Moderate
£ | Weak/Absent
Not Free 6
| |
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Karatnycky A. and Ackerman P. How Freedom is won (2005)
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Recommendations for the Arab World
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THE ARAB WORLD

Recommendations for the Arab World

Way Actor
S SO (o] OE E SOE
State State/ Opposition Opposition/ External State/
Opposition External Opposition/
External
Military Bi- Armed Armed Bi- Armed Military Tri- Armed
Coup Coalition Resistance Coalition Intervention Coalition
Hand Negociation Civil Colour Soft Mediation
Over Resistance Revolution Persuasion
Internal External
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